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For  Providing  a  General  System  of 

Free  Pnhlio  Schools  for  the 

State  of  Maryland, 


ANNAPOLIS  : 

WM.  THOMPSON  of  R.,  Printer. 
1868. 


]R  E  F  O  K  T. 


AN    ACT 

To  add  a  ncio  Article  to  the  Code  of  Puhlic  General  Latvs^ 
to  be  entitled  "Pnhlic  Education,"  providirifj  a  general  sys- 
tem of  Free  Puhlic  Schools  for  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to 
repeal  all  laios  inconsistent  therewith. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land, That  there  shall  be  throughout  the  State  of  Maryland, 
a  general  system  of  Free  Public  Schools,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act ;  and  that  the  city  of  Baltimore  shall 
be  excluded  from  the  effect  and  operation  of  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  except  in  so  far  as  tlie  said  city  may  be  herein  spe- 
cially by  name  referred  to. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  this  Act  shall  be  added  to 
the  Code  of  Public  General  Laws,  under  the  title  "Public 
Education,"  and  that  all  existing  laws  inconsistent  here- 
with, be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

TITLE  I.— SUPERVISION.— CHAPTER  I. 

Sec.  1.  The  care  and  supervision  of  Public  Education  shall 
be  entrusted  to  a  State  Board  of  Education,  to  be  composed, 
of  a  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Education,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Maryland  State  Teachers'"  Association,  and  the 
Principal  of  the  Maryland  State  Normal  School. 

Sec.  2.  Educational  matters  specially  affecting  a  partica- 
lar  county,  shall  be  under  the  control  of  a  Board  of  Gountj 


School  Commissioners,  with  a  County  Superintendent,  ex 
officio,  as  their  President  and  Treasurer. 

Sec.  3.  And  a  Board  of  School  District  Trustees,  composed 
of  three  persons,  shall  be  the  guardian  of  the  educational  in- 
terests of  each  school  house  district. 

CHAPTER   II.— HOW    THE    OFFICERS   ARE   DESIG- 
NATED AND  REMOVED. 

State  Superintendent. 

Sec.  1.  The  State  Superintendent  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  subject  to  the  con- 
firmation of  the  Senate  ;  his  term  of  office  shall  commence 
on  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy  ,  and  continue  for  four  years  thereafter,  when 

either  his  successor  shall  be  appointed  or  he  may  be  reap- 
pointed, to  serve  for  a  like  term,  and  so  on  ;  and  it  is  the 
intention  of  this  section  to  effect  that  the  State  Superinten- 
dent shall  be  appointed  about  the  middle  of  the  gubernato- 
rial term  of  one  Governor,  to  serve  until  about  the  middle  of 
the  gubernatorial  term  of  the  next  succeeding  Governor. 

Sec.  2.  The  Governor,  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  shall  have  power, 
jointly  as  a  Board,  to  suspend  and  remove  the  State  Superin- 
tendent for  immorality,  incompetency  or  neglect  of  duty,  and 
to  elect  his  successor,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Sen- 
ate at  their  next  regular  session,  to  serve  for  the  remainder 
of  the  term  of  the  State  Superintendent  so  suspended  or  re- 
moved ;  and  during  the  time  of  the  non-existence  of  either 
or  both  of  the  two  presiding  officers  of  the  General  Assembly, 
the  Governor  alone,  or,  in  the  other  case,  in  conjunction  with 
the  remaining  officer,  shall  have  the  power  conferred  on  the 
said  three  officials  conjointly. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  shall,  on  joint 
ballot,  elect  a  State  Superintendent,  to  serve  from  the  date 
that  this  Act  shall  go  into  effect,  until  the  said  first  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy 

President  of  the  Maryland  State  Teachers'  Association. 

Sec.  4.  The  Maryland  State  Teachers'  Association  shall  be 


composed  of  the  following  persons  as  its  permanent  members. 
to  wit  :  The  Presidents  of  all  Universities,  Colleges  and 
High  Schools  in  tlio  State,  whether  male  or  female,  and  the 
Principals  of  all  male  ami  female  grammar  schools,  and  of 
as  many  delegates  cliosen  annually  from  among  their  own 
number  by  the  Primary  8choid  Teacliers  of  each  county,  as 
there  are  County  School  Commissioners  in  said  county  ;  and 
each  one  of  tlie  permanent  members  and  cacli  one  of  the  del- 
egates sliall  have  one  vote. 

Sec.  5.  The  Association  shall  meet  annually  at  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  on  tlie  Wednesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  July, 
at  11  o'clock,  in  the  ibrenoon,  and  proceed  by  ballot  to  elect 
a  President,  wlio  shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year,  and  whose 
election  shall  be  certified  by  the  Secretary  of  said  Association, 
to  the  State  Board  of  Education,  and  such  other  officers  as 
may  be  deemed  proper  and  expedient  for  the  successful  work- 
ing of  the  Association,  and  for  the  preservation  of  its  re- 
cords. 

Sec.  G.  The  delegates  to  the  Maryland  State  Teachers'  As- 
sociation shall  be  chosen  by  the  Teachers  of  Primary  schools, 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Teachers'  Institute  for  their  respective 
counties,  and  they  shall  bring  with  them  credentials  of  their 
election,  signed  by  the  County  Superintendent,  and  to  be 
submitted  for  examination  to  the  Committee  on  Credentials, 
of  the  said  Association,  before  the  delegate  is  admitted  to 
vote. 

Sec.  7.  The  exercises  of  the  meeting  shall  consist  of  a  lec- 
ture by  the  State  Superintendent,  and  such  other  lectures, 
debates,  discussions  and  literary  productions  as  tlie  Associa- 
tion may  determine  in  its  by-laws  or  otherwise. 

Sec.  8.  The  annual  session  of  the  Association  shall  not  be 
restricted  as  to  the  time  of  its  continuance,  and  shall  be  open 
for  all  teachers  ;  provided,  that  no  one  shall  vote  except  the 
persons  hereinbefore  designated. 

Sec.  9.  The  State  Superintendent  shall  provide  a  Hall, 
suitable  and  convenient  for  the  meeting  of  the  Association, 
shall   give   notice    thereof    in   the  Educational  Journal,  or 


6 

.■otlierwise,  and  incur  such  other  expenses  as  may  be  necessary  ; 

jnwided,  that  they  do  not  in  all  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hun- 

-  dred  dollars;  which  sum,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  is  hereby  authorized  to  be  paid  by  the  State 
Treasurer,    out   of  the  State   School    Fund,    upon    the  pre- 

.  sen^tation  by  the  State  Superintendent,  of  the  proper  vouchers. 

Tlie  Princdpcd  of  the  Maryland  State  No7'mal  School. 

Sec.  10.  The  Principal  of  the  Maryland  State  Normal 
School,  shall  be  appointed  by  a  Board  of  three  Trustees,  who 
shall  be  styled  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Maryland  State 
Normal  School.  They  shall  be  composed  of  the  following 
persons,  to  wit  :  First,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  School 
Commissioners  of  Baltimore  city,  who  shall  be  ex  officio  Pre- 
sident of  the  said  Board  of  Trustees  ;  second,  one  person  to 
l)e  elected  by  the  House  of  Delegates  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Maryland,  to  serve  for  two  years,  or  until  his  suc- 
cessor shall  be  elected  and  qualify  ;  and  third,  one  person  to 
be  elected  by  the  Senate  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land, to  serve  for  two  years,  or  until  his  successor  shall  be 
elected  and  qualify. 

Sec.  11.  The  said  Board  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies 
m  its  own  body,  occasioned  by  death,  resignation  or  other- 
"wise  ;  and  shall  have  power  to  suspend  or  remove  the  Prin- 
dpal  of  the  Maryland  State  Normal  School  for  cause. 

Comity  Superintendent  and  County  School  Commissioners. 

Sec.  12.  At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation in  July,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
>©ight,  or  within  ten  days  thereafter,  and  within  the  same 
period  in  every  fourth  year  thereafter,  the  State  Board 
of  Education  shall  appoint  to  hold  office  for  four  years,  from 
the  first  day  of  October  in  said  year,  one  County  Superinten- 
ient  for  each  county  in  the  State,  who  shall  be  a  practical 
teacher.  And,  for  the  interim,  between  the  expiration  of  the 
present  session  of  the  Legislature  to  the  said  first  day  of  Oc- 
:tober,  the  State  Superintendent  shall  appoint  said  County 
Superintendents  ;  and  said  Board  shall  appoint  at  the  same 
time,  to  hold  office  for  the  same  period.  County  School  Com- 
missioners for  each  county,  in  the  proportion  of  one  Commis- 


«ioner  for  every  fifteen  schools,  or  a  fraction  thereof  exceed- 
ing one-half  of  that  nimihor  ;  and  for  the  interim  aforesaid, 
the  said  County  Commissioners  shall  he  appointed  hy  the 
said  State  Superintendent  ;  and  the  State  Board  of  Education 
shall  have  power  to  suspend  or  remove  any  County  Superin- 
tendent for  incompetency,  immorality  or  neglect  of  duty  ; 
and  shall  also  have  power  to  remove  any  County  School  Com- 
missioner. 

Board  of  School  District  Tnistees. 

Sec.  1:^.  The  Board  of  School  District  Trustees  shall  be 
elected  hy  tlie  legal  voters  of  the  school  house  district,  at 
such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  hereinafter  set  lorth. 

CHAPTER  III. 

The  State  Board  of  Education. 

Sec.  1.  The  State  Board  of  Education  shall  hold  regular 
meetings  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  January  and  in  July, 
respectively,  of  each  year,  or  within  ten  days  thereafter. 

Sec.  2.  The  Board  shall  supervise  all  colleges  and  schools 
that  may  receive  any  State  donation,  or  that  are  or  may  be 
incorporated  by  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  shall  re- 
quire annual  reports,  which  shall  be  referred  to  the  State 
Superintendent.  The  State  Board  shall  select  a  uniform 
series  of  text  books  for  use  in  the  public  schools  existing 
under  this  Act ;  they  shall  issue  a  uniform  code  of  by-laws 
for  the  government  of  the  schools  under  their  charge  ;  they 
shall  appoint  and  have  power  to  remove  the  Professors  of 
the  State  Normal  School,  and  determine  their  salaries. 

Sec.  3.  The  State  Board  of  Education  may  take,  and  hold 
to  it  and  its  successors,  in  trust  for  the  State,  for  any  city  or 
county,  for  any  school  district,  or  for  any  particular  school 
within  the  State,  any  grant  or  devise  of  lands,  and  any  do- 
nations, or  bequest  of  money  or  other  personal  property  made 
to  it  for  educational  purposes,  and  shall  pay  over  to  the  State 
Treasurer  for  safe  keeping  and  investment,  all  money  and 
other  personal  property  so  received,  subject,  however,  to  the 
provisions  of  the  grant,  devise  or  bequest.  The  Treasurer 
shall,  on  the  warrant  of  the  Comptroller,  pay   from  time  to 
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time  the  income  of  such  investments,  to  the  school  authori- 
ties of  the  cit}',  county  or  district  for  whose  benefit  the  be- 
quest or  donation  was  made. 

Sec.  4.  The  necessarj'-  expenses  of  the  Board  incurred  for 
rent,  fuel,  light,  printing  of  blanks,  books,  postage  and  sta- 
tionery, essential  to  the  organization  and  conduct  of  their 
office,  and  not  otherwise  provided  for  in  this  law,  not  exceed- 
ing the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  paid,  by  the 
State  Treasurer  quarterly,  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Comp- 
troller, upon  the  certificate  of  the  Board  accompanied  by 
proper  vouchers. 

Sec.  5.  The  President  of  the  Maryland  State  Teachers' 
Association,  as  member  of  the  State  Board,  shall  receive  a 
per  diem  of  five  dollars  for  each  day  of  his  attendance  upon 
the  meetings  of  the  Board,  and  ten  cents  per  mile  for  each 
mile  he  shall  travel  to  and  from  said  meetings,  by  the  near- 
est mail  route,  and  shall  be  excused  from  his  scholastic  duties 
during  such,  attendance  upon  the  meetings  of  the  State  Board  ; 
and  the  certificate  of  the  State  Superintendent  shall  be  suffi- 
cient evidence  for  the  Comptroller  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the 
State  Treasurer,  to  pay  said  per  diem  and  mileage  to  the  said 
President  of  the  Maryland  State  Teachers'  Association. 

Sec.  6.  The  State  Board  of  Education  shall  make  such  con- 
tracts for  text  books  for  the  use  of  the  schools  established  by 
this  Act,  as  in  their  judgment  they  may  deem  advisable,  and 
the  State  Superintendent  shall  superintend  the  issuing  of  the 
books  contracted  for  to  the  several  county  Superintendents  as 
they  may  require  them. 

Sec.  7.  There  shall  be  a  Secretary  to  the  State  Board  of 
Education  to  be  appointed  by  said  Board  ;  he  shall  continue 
in  office  for  twelve  months,  or  until  his  successor  is  appointed  ; 
his  duties  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Board,  and  his  salary 
shall  be  twelve  hundred  dollars,  payable  quarterly  by  the 
State  Treasurer  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Comptroller,  for 
whom  the  certificate  of  the  State  Superintendent  shall  be 
sufficent  evidence  of  the  service  performed. 

CHAPTER    III.— STATE  SUPERINTENDENT    OF 
PUBLIC  EDUCATION. 

His  Poioers  and  Duties. 

Sec.  1.  The  office  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  which 


shall  also  bo  the  office  of  the  iState  hJuperintendent  of  Public 
Education,  shall  be  located  in  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Sec.  2.  The  State  Superintendent  shall  have  tlie  supervis- 
ion of  all  the  public  schools  in  the  State  ;  he  shall  visit  each 
county  annually  for  the  purpose  oi"  conference  with  the 
County  Superintendents  and  School  Commissioners,  inspect- 
ing the  Schools,  holding  Teachers'  Institutes,  awakening  an 
interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  diffusing  by  public 
addresses  sucli  information  as  will  tend  to  improvement  in 
the  management  of  tlie  schools. 

Sec.  3.  He  shall,  irom  time  to  time,  address  circular  let- 
ters to  Commissioners,  teachers  and  trustees,  giving  advice 
as  to  the  best  manner  of  constructing  school  houses,  furnish- 
ing the  same^  and  on  all  other  topics  which  impart  aid  and 
encouragement  to  education. 

Sec.  4.  lie  shall,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber of  every  year  report  to  the  Governor, 

a.  The  condition  of  the  schools  and  colleges  of  the  State, 
and  of  all  institutions  visited  by  him  ; 

h.  Accounts  of  expenditures  of  school  moneys,  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  apporlioumeufc  of  money  to  the  counties  and  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  estimates  for  future  expenditures  ; 

c.  An  abstract  of  all  the  reports  received  by  him  from  the 
County  Superintendents  as  such,  and  as  Presidents  and 
Treasurers  of  the  Board  of  Couuty  School  Commissioners,  and 
the  reports  of  Presidents  of  Colleges  ; 

d.  All  such  matters  relating  to  his  office,  and  all  such 
plans  and  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools, 
and  the  advancement  of  public  education  in  the  State,  as  he 
shall  deem  expedient,  and, 

e.  A  statement  of  his  travels  in  making  official  visits  dur- 
ing the  past  year. 

Sec.  5.  Pie  may  on  the  recommendation  of  an  authorized 
examiner,  or  upon  an  examination  held  by  himself,  grant  a 
certificate  of  qualification,  which,  until  revoked,  shall  be 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  person  to  whom  it  is  granted,  is 
qualified  to  teach  in  the  schools  of  the  State;    upon  cause 
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-shown  to  his  satisfaction,  he  may  annul  any  certificate  of  qual- 
ification, or  declare  any  diploma  issued  by  the  State  Normal 
School,  null  within  the  State  ;  and  he  may  reconsider  and 
reverse  his  action  in  any  such  matter  ;  provided,  that  such 
annulment  shall  not  take  effect,  or  be  in  force  until  approved 
by  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

Sec.  6.  He  shall  prepare  suitable  forms  for  registers, 
blanks,  forms  and  regulations  for  making  all  reports,  and 
conducting  all  business  under  this  Act,  and  shall  cause  the 
same  with  necessary  instructions  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
County  Superintendents,  who  shall  distribute  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  He  shall  decide,  subject  to  appeal  to  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  and  without  cost  to  the  parties,  all  con- 
troverted questions  that  may  arise  under  this  law  between  the 
County  Superintendents  and  any  person  whomsoever.  And 
he  shall  file  and  arrange  in  the  order  of  time,  and  keep  in 
the  office  of  the  Board  all  proceedings  on  every  appeal  to  or 
from  him,  including  his  and  their  decision  and  orders  founded 
thereon. 

Sec.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Superintendent  to 
collect  in  the  office  of  the  State  Board  such  school  books,  ap- 
paratus, maps  and  charts,  as  can  be  obtained  without  expense 
to  the  State,  and  also  purchase  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed 
one  hundred  dollars  a  year,  rare  and  valuable  works  on  edu- 
cation, to  be  used  as  books  of  reference,  for  the  benefit  of 
teachers.  He  may  also  subscribe  to  such  school  journals  and 
journals  of  education  as  he  may  consider  valuable,  file  the 
same  for  reference,  and  have  them  bound  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  at  an  annual  cost  of  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  and 
the  said  sums  are  hereby  annually  appro j)riated,  to  be  paid 
by  the  Treasurer  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Comptroller. 

Sec.  9.  He  shall  furnish  from  time  to  time  a  list  of  books 
suitable  for  district  school  libraries,  and  the  name  of  some 
school  journal  to  be  designated  by  the  State  Board_,  and  shall 
prescribe  rules  and  regulations  for  the  arrangement  of  such 
libraries. 

Sec  10.  He  shall  provide  a  seal  with  a  suitable  device  for 
the  use  of  the  oflS.ce  of  public  education,  by  which  copies  of 
papers  deposited  or  filed  therein,  and  all  official  acts  and  de- 
cisions ma}'-  be  authenticated. 
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{Sec.  11.  The  State  8ii])erlnten(lcnt  shall  be  allowed  the 
ximuunt  expended  by  him  lur  tiavelinj];  and  ])ei-8onal  expen- 
ses in  making  official  visits  as  required  by  law,  said  amount 
to  be  paid  by  the  State  Treasurer  quarterly,  upon  warrant  of 
the  Comptrollei',  the  Supeiintendent  to  liirnish  a  bill,  accom- 
panied with  his  affidavit,  that  the  money  has  been  expended, 
but  not  to  exceed  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

CHArTER  IV. 

Coimty  School   Commissioners. 

Sec,  1.  The  schools  under  the  charge  of  the  several  School 
Commissioners  for  each  county  shall  respectively  be  desig- 
nated, and  constitute  commissioner  district  No.  1,  No.  2,&c. 
The  county  Board  shall  hold  four  sessions  a  year  ;  each  ses- 
sion shall  continue  not  longer  than  two  days,  and  each  Com- 
missioner sliall  receive  three  dollars  per  day  for  each  day  of 
his  attendance,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  County  Commission- 
ers as  other  officers  of  tlie  county  are  paid.  All  the  property, 
estate,  effects,  money,  funds,  claims  and  State  donations  now 
vested  by  laAv  in  the  school  authorities  of  any  county,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  public  primary,  free  or  high  schools,  are 
hereby  transferred  to  and  vested  in  the  Board  of  County  School 
Commissioners  and  their  succesors  in  office.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  school  authorities  aforesaid  to  convey,  trans- 
fer and  pay  over  all  such  property,  estate  and  effects,  money, 
funds,  claims  and  State  donations  to  the  said  Board  of  County 
;8chool  Commissioners,  provided  that  nothing  contained  in 
this  section  sliall  effect  the  property  held  in  trust  by  tlie  State 
Board  of  Education.  If  any  of  the  parties  atoresaid  shall  re- 
fuse to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  section,  the  Board 
of  County  School  Commissioners  shall  immediately  apply  to 
ithe  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  writ  of  mandamus  to 
-compel  obedience  hereto.  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  the 
titles  to  all  school  houses  and  lots,  and  all  personal  effects 
snow  held  by  the  aforesaid  school  authorities,  shall  pass  to 
the  said  Boards  of  County  School  Commissioners  without  any 
formal  conveyance. 

tSsc.  2.  The  County  Superintendent  shall  have  the  general 
■superintendence  of  all  the  schools  of  the  county,  and  of  school 
bouses  and  district  libraries  ;  lie  shall  pay  the  salaries  of  the 
teachers  of  his  county,  distribute  the  school  books,  and  per- 
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form  such  other  duties  as  the  State  Board  may  from  time  tO' 
time  direct.  The  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners 
shall  appoint  one  of  their  number  as  Secretary,  who  shall 
keep  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings. 

Sec.  3.  The  County  Superintendent,  as  Treasurer  of  the 
County  Board,  shall  give  bond  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  with 
at  least  two  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  Board  of  County 
School  Commissioners  in  the  penal  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, with  condition  that  he  will  faithfully  perform  the  du- 
ties of  Treasurer,  pay  over  and  apply  all  moneys  that  shall 
come  to  his  hands  or  care  as  Treasurer,  to  such  persons  and 
in  such  manner  as  the  said  Board  of  County  School  Commis- 
sioners may,  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  direct ;  and  that 
he  will  keep  a  full  account  of  all  money  received  and  paid  by 
him,  and  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  preserve  the  same,  and  all  vouchers  relating  thereto,  and 
deliver  up  all  books  and  vouchers  relating  to  his  office  to  his 
successor  ;  upon  the  complaint  of  the  Board  of  County  School 
Commissioners,  touching  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  Treas- 
urer, the  State  Superintendent  shall  immediately  suspend 
him,  with  the  right  of  appeal,  however,  to  the  State  Board 
for  a  final  hearing  and  decision. 

Sec.  4.  The  State  school  fund  is  primarily  intended,  under 
this  Act,  to  pay  the  salaries  of  teachers  and  officers  of  the 
several  counties,  and  to  provide  school  books  and  stationery 
for  the  children  of  the  State.  If,  however,  in  apportioning 
the  said  State  school  fund  among  the  different  counties  and 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  the  share  of  any  county  should  prove 
inadequate  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  then  the  County  Com- 
missioners of  such  county  are  hereby  authorized,  empowered, 
directed  and  required  to  levy  and  collect  such  a  tax  upon  the 
assessable  jjroperty  of  such  county  as  the  Board  of  County 
School  Commissioners  shall  designate  as  sufficient  to  make 
good  the  deficiency,  and  to  pay  quarterly,  on  the  days  fixed 
for  the  payment  of  the  State  school  fund  to  the  several  coun- 
ties, the  amount  so  levied  and  collected  over  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  said  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners,  in  order 
that  the  schools  of  such  county  may  be  kept  open  for  the  time 
herein  set  forth,  and  said  tax  shall  be  levied  and  collected  as 
other  taxes.     It  shall  also  be  in  the  power  of  the  legal  voters- 


of  any  cuuiity  to  dfcido  at  any  election  upnii  the  inipoKition 
of  a  tax  for  tlie  erection  and  maintenance  of  a  county  high 
.scliool,  or  for  any  other  educational  ])uri)0Re,  affecting  and  con- 
cerning the  county  generally  ;  said  tax  to  he  levied  and  col- 
lected as  aforesaid,  and  to  he  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  County  School  Commissioners  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  5.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  sense  of  the 
people  of  a  county  in  regard  to  any  ])roposition  intended  to 
affect  public  education  in  said  county,  the  Board  of  County 
School  Commissioners  shall  cause  such  proposition  to  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  voters  of  said  (;ounty  at  the  general  election 
next  ensuing  ;  provided,  said  proposition  and  notice  of  elec- 
tion be  published  in  all  the  newspapers  of  said  county  once 
a  -week  ibr  four  successive  weeks  next  prior  to  the  day  of 
said  election  ;  and  said  Board  of  County  Scliool  Commission- 
ers shall  cause  to  be  printed  and  ])laced  at  each  poll  in  said 
county,  on  the  day  of  said  election  before  the  opening  of  said 
poll,  a  sufficient  number  of  ballots,  having  on  them  "For," 
or  ''Against,"  the  proposition,  in  words  accurately  describ- 
ing the  same.  And  the  judges  of  the  said  general  election 
shall  receive,  deposit,  count  and  make  returns  of  all  the  bal- 
lots cast,  for  and  against  the  proposition,  to  the  clerk  of  tiie 
Circuit  Court  of  said  county,  in  the  same  manner,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  same  regulations,  as  are  provided  by  law  in  case 
of  a  general  election  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 
And  said  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  shall  return  the  same  to 
the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  and  to  the  Board  of 
County  School  Commissioners,  at  their  first  meeting  respect- 
ively held  after  said  election.  And  the  County  Commis- 
sioners of  said  county  shall  levy  on  the  property  iu  said 
count}^,  and  collect  the  same  as  other  taxes  are  levied  and 
collected,  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  said  elec- 
tion and  publication,  as  certified  to  them  by  the  Board  of 
County  School  Commissioners. 

Sec.  6.  In  all  cases  where  the  county  has  not  been  pro- 
perly divided  into  school  districts,  and  full  records  of  the 
boundaries  thereof  have  not  been  made  and  recorded,  the 
County  Board  of  School  Commissioners  shall  appoint  a  com- 
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mittee,  consisting  of  two  persons  of  intelligence  and  sound 
judgment,  members  of  tlieir  own  body  or  otherwise,  who- 
shall  divide  the  county  into  suitable  school  districts,  define- 
and  describe  the  boundaries  of  each  ;  provided,  that  no  school 
district  shall  contain  a  greater  area  than  fuur  miles  square, 
unless  part  of  it  be  located  in  a  thinly  settled  region.  In 
the  formation  of  the  school  districts,  the  committee  shall 
take  into  consideration  the  most  suitable  site  for  the  school 
house,  the  general  features  of  the  country,  and  shall  make 
each  school  district  of  such  size  and  form  as  will  best  accom- 
modate the  population  within  its  bounds.  The  committee 
shall  make  an  accurate  description  of  the  bounds  of  the 
school  districts  accompanied  by  a  plat,  and  shall  report 
the  same  to  the  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners, 
who  shall  thereupon  give  notice  in  all  the  newspapers  of  the 
county,  at  what  time  they  will  meet  to  hear  applications  for 
a  change  of  boundaries,  which  applications  shall  be  made  in. 
writing,  and  within  two  mouths  from  the  date  of  the  first 
publication  of  such  notice.  When  the  applications  shall 
have  been  made  and  considered,  the  Board  of  County  School 
Commissioners  may  then  change  the  boundaries  of  the  school 
districts,  and  revise  the  description,  or  they  may,  without 
application,  make  such  change  as  may  be  deemed  important,, 
or  they  may  ratify  and  confirm  the  report  of  the  committee.. 
The  description  of  the  boundaries  of  school  districts  shall  be 
recorded  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  by  the  County  Su- 
perintendent. In  those  counties  where  no  ijewspaper  is  pub- 
lished, the  notice  of  application  for  a  change  of  boundaries- 
shall  be  published  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Board  of  County 
School  Commissioners  may  decide.  Whenever  it  may  be 
necessary,  the  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners  shall 
employ  a  surveyor  to  aid  the  committee  in  the  performance- 
of  such  duty  ;  and  they  shall  allow  each  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  surveyor,  such  compensation  for  his  services; 
as  may  be  just  and  proper.  They  shall  report  the  entire  cost 
of  dividing  the  county,  and  the  publication  of  the  notices^ 
aforesaid,  to  the  County  Commissioners,  who  shall  levy  the- 
amount  as  other  county  expenses  are  levied,  and  shall  pay- 
the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  County  School 
Commissioners,  by  whom  it  shall  be  paid  to  the  parties  en- 
titled thereto.      If  a  county  has  already  been  divided  into- 
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school  districts',  iuid  it  may  be  necoKsary  to  leviHC  the  saiiiu, 
tlie  Board  of  County  8chool  Commissioners  shall  have 
fdll  power  to  make  such  revision  or  alterations  as  may  be 
necessary  to  acconmiodate  tlie  population,  and  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  scliools.  A  full  descripti(jn  of  such  changes 
and  alterations  shall  also  be  made  and  recorded  as  aforesaid. 
The  school  districts  shall  be  numbered  as  the  State  Superin- 
tendent may  direct. 

Sec.  Y.  Every  School  Commissioner  shall  have  power  to 
take  affidavits  and  administer  oaths  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  public  schools,  but  without  charge  or  fee  ;  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Education,  to 
take  and  report  to  him  the  testimony  in  any  case  of  appeal. 

Sec.  8.  The  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners  shall 
examine  any  charge  affecting  the  moral  character  of  any 
teacher  within  their  county,  first  giving  the  teacher  reasona- 
ble notice  of  the  charge,  and  an  opportunity  to  defend  him- 
self; and  if  the  charge  be  sustained,  shall  annul  the  teacher's 
certificate,  by  whomsoever  granted,  and  shall  notify  the  State 
Superintendent  forthwith  of  such  annulment;  provided,  al- 
ways, that  the  teacher  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
State  Board.  In  all  cases  where  the  trustees,  from  any  cause, 
refuse  or  neglect  to  exercise  their  functions,  and  keep  in 
operation  the  school  committed  to  their  care,  the  Board  of 
County  School  Commissioners  shall  be  vested  with  all  the 
rights  of  the  derelict  trustees,  and  shall  take  charge  of,  and 
manage  the  school  until  trustees  are  elected  who  will  act,  or 
until  the  incumbents  give  assurance  of  a  return  to  their  duty. 

Sec.  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  teacher  to  report  in 
tabular  form  the  condition  of  his  school  to  the  Board  of 
County  School  Commissioners,  at  each  of  its  quarterly  meet- 
ings. These  reports  shall  be  filed  and  preserved  by  the 
Board,  and  used  by  the  County  Superintendent  in  making 
up  his  annual  report  to  the  State  Superintendent. 

Sec.  10.  Whenever  the  number  of  children,  attending 
school  in  any  school  district,  is  greater  than  one  hundred^ 
then  the  County  Superintendent  may,  with  the  consent  of 
the  trustees,  establish  schools  of  different  grades  and  deter- 
mine into  which  school  each  pupil  shall  be  admitted  ;  or  the 
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school  district  may  be  divided.  And  whenever  the  average 
attendance  in  any  school  for  any  two  consecutive  quarters  is 
less  than  fifteen  pupils,  then  said  school  shall  he  closed  by 
the  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners  ;  provided,  that 
the  trustees  of  the  district  may  keep  the  school  open  at  the 
expense'  of  the  district,  hut  no  part  of  the  State  school  fund 
shall  he  expended  for  said  school,  except  in  hooks  for  the 
scholars  thereof. 

Sec.  11.  The  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners  shall 
publish  annually,  in  one  of  the  papers  of  the  county,  a  state- 
ment of  the  moneys  received  and  expended,  setting  forth  all 
the  financial  operations  of  each  district,  and  if  there  be  no 
newspapers  within  the  limits  of  the  county,  then  they  shall 
publish  the  same  in  such  other  form  as  may  be  ordered  by 
the  State  Board,  and  forward  a  copy  to  the  office  of  the  State 
Superintendent. 

CHAPTER  V. 

The  Board   of  School  House  District  Trustees. 

Sec.  1.  For  the  purpose  of  electing  three  trustees  of  the 
school  house  district,  and  deciding  what  tax  shall  be  levied 
on  the  property  of  the  school  house  district,  and  such  other 
questions  as  may  arise,  an  election  by  ballot  shall  be  held  in 
every  such  district  on  the  day  of  ,  in  the 

year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  and  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  May  in  every  year  thereafter,  at  which  every  regis- 
tered voter  having  a  legal  residence  therein,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote.  The  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners  shall 
appoint  three  Judges  and  a  Clerk  to  conduct  said  election 
according  to  the  election  laws  of  the  State,  as  far  as  appli- 
cable, and  the  said  judges  shall  have  all  the  powers  dele- 
gated to  judges  of  elections  by  said  law.  The  poll  shall  be 
held  at  the  school  house  in  the  several  districts  respectively, 
and  shall  be  opened  at  three  o'clock,  and  be  closed  at  six 
o'clock  P.  M.  Said  judges  shall  within  six  days  after  said 
election  certify  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  County 
School  Commissioners  the  result  of  the  election,  whereupon 
said  board  shall  issue  commissions  to  those  persons  who  are 
duly  elected,  and  before  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
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duties  of  their  office,  said  trustees  shall  take  and  subscribe 
the  oatli  provided  for  in  section  six,  Article  one,  of  the 
Constitution  of  tliis  State.  In  case  of  a  tie  between  any 
two  or  uioro  of  those  voted  for,  tiie  Board  shall  determine 
who  shall  be  trustee  or  trustees.  The  Board  of  County 
School  Commissioners  shall  make  all  necessary  rules  and 
regulations  for  taking  testimony  in  all  contested  decisions  of 
said  judges,  and  for  liearing  and  determining  the  same,  from 
the  decision  of  said  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners, 
an  appeal  upon  petition  may  be  taken  to  the  State  Board  of 
Education.  In  case  of  failure  to  hold  said  election  in  any  of 
said  school  house  districts,  or  lor  any  cause  held  by  said 
Board  of  County  School  Commissioners  to  be  sufficient,  it 
may  order  a  new  election  on  such  day  as  it  may  appoint, 
provided  that  notice  of  the  time  and  place  shall  be  published 
by  handbills  posted  at  the  school  house,  and  at  such  other 
public  places  Avithin  said  district  as  the  said  Board  may 
direct,  at  least  two  weeks  prior  to  said  day  of  election. 

Sec.  2.  The  Trustees  shall  have  the  care  and  control  of 
all  houses  and  lands  connected  therewith,  intended  for  school 
purposes,  within  the  limits  of  their  respective  districts,  also, 
of  the  furniture,  apparatus  and  other  property  belonging  to 
the  district.  They  shall  attend  to  all  necessary  repairs,  and 
charge  the  cost  among  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  school, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  tax  levied  upon  the  assessable  property 
of  the  district  or  county  as  herein  provided  for  ;  the  trus- 
tees shall  employ  a  teacher  from  among  those  persons  who 
hold  the  proper  certificate;  they  shall  exercise  a  general 
supervision  over  their  respective  schools  and  visit  them  fre- 
quently, and  shall  cause  instruction  to  be  given  for  ten 
months  in  the  year.  Each  school  house  district  shall  erect 
and  maintain  a  school  house  for  said  district,  and  furnish, 
and  provide  for  the.  same ;  provided,  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  preclude  the  County  Commissioners  from 
providing  by  general  countj''  taxation  for  school  houses  in 
the  several  districts. 

Sec.  3.  Every  school  house  shall  be  built  and  furnished 
according  to  plans  and  drawings  issued  from  the  office  of 
State  Superintendent,  or  according  to  plans  from  the  Board 
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of  County  School  CommissioDerSj  submitted  to  and  approved' 
"by  him,  that  proper  regard  may  be  had  to  light  and  ventila- 
tion, and  other  matters  that  conduce  to  the  comfort,  health 
and  good  order  of  the  pupils. 

Sec.  4.  Every  school  house  site  must  be  provided  with  suit- 
able outbuildings. 

Sec.  5.  If  any  person  shall  wilfully  injure  any  school  house 
or  the  buildings  or  fences  connected  therewith,  or  disfigure 
■j^he  same  or  write,  carve  or  make  thereon  any  obscene  words, 
figures  or  devices,  or  paste  thereon  any  paper  or  other  mate- 
rial bearing  such  words,  figures  or  devices,  he  shall  on  con- 
viction thereof  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  county,  where  the 
offense  was  committed,  or  in  the  Criminal  Court  of  Baltimore 
city,  if  the  offense  be  committed  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  be 
punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  or  by  imprison- 
ment in  the  county  jail,  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  or  both, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  court ;  the  fine  to  be  paid  to  the- 
school  house  fund  of  the  school  district. 

Sec.  6.  Whenever  in  the  opinion  of  the  voters  of  any  school 
Tiouse  district,  as  expressed  at  the  annual  school  election,  the 
location  of  a  school  house  ought  to  be  changed,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  to  sell  and  convey  the  said 
school  house  and  land,  and  appropriate  the  proceeds  to  the 
erection  of  another  scliool  house,  upon  such  site  as  they  may 
select ;  provided,  that  such  action  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Board  of  County  School  Commissioners, 

Sec.  7.  No  school  house  shall  be  used  for  any  other  than 
public  school  purposes  and  school  district  meetings,  without 
the  consent  of  the  trustees  first  obtained. 

Sec.  8.  The  amount  voted  to  be  taxed  on  the  property  of 
the  school  house  district  for  school  purposes,  shall  be  levied 
and  collected  by  the  County  Commissioners  as  other  taxes 
are  levied  and  collected,  and  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  such  school  house  district,  to  be  applied 
by  said  Board  of  Trustees  to  purchase  sites  and  erect  school 
houses,  to  pay  all  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  school,  and 
to  make  such  other  disbursements  for  school  purposes  as  n^ay 
have  been  directed  by  the  vote  of  the  district. 
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Sec.  y.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  school  house  district, 
shall  elect  one  of  their  number,  wlio  shall  act  as  Treasurer  of 
said  Board,  and  shall  receive  quarterly  from  the  County  Com- 
missioners, the  amount  of  the  taxes  levied  and  collected  by  said 
County  Commissioners,  and  shall  keep  the  same  safe,  and 
apply  the  same  as  directed  by  the  said  Board  of  Trustees  ; 
said  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  to  tlie  County  Commissioners 
of  the  county  in  which  said  district  is  located,  in  the  sum  of 
dollars,  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  duties  as  Treasurer  of  said  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  school 
liouse  district ;  he  shall  render  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  aa- 
nually,  an  account  of  his  receipts  and  disbursements  to  the 
thirtieth  day  of  fcscpteraber  inclusive,  and  said  Board  shall 
transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
County  School  Commissioners. 

Sec.  10.  Contiguous  portions  of  two  or  more  school  house 
districts  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  County  School 
Commissioners,  combine  and  form  a  new  school  liouse  dis- 
trict, and  when  thus  formed,  the  said  new  school  house  dis- 
trict shall  be  invested  with  all  the  rights  and  powers  herein 
set  forth,  as  pertaining  to  such  districts  ;  provided,  that  the 
new  school  house  district,  thus  formed,  shall  not  contain  less 
than  thirty-five  legal  resident  voters. 

CHAPTER  III. 
ScJiool  House  Sites. 

Sec.  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Trustees,  with,  the  con- 
sent of  the  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners,  to  select 
a  suitable  school  house  site  in  each  district. 

Sec.  2.  The  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners  may 
receive  donations  of  such  sites,  or  locations  for  school  houses, 
or  of  houses  already  built,  adapted  to  school  purposes,  or 
suitably  located,  or  may  purchase  the  same  ;  but  in  no  case 
shall  any  site  be  built  upon,  or  any  house  be  occupied,  until 
a  good  and  sufficient  title  shall  have  been  obtained  for  the 
same,  in  the  corporate  name  of  the  Board  of  County  School 
Commissioners. 

Sec.  3.  When  lands  shall  be  required  for  the  site  of  a 
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school  house,  or  for  enlarging  a  school  house  lot,  and  the 
trustees  shall  from  any  cause,  be  unable  to  contract  with  the 
owner  thereof,  the  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners 
may  apply  for  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum,  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Circuit  Court  for  the  county,  who  shall  forthwith  issue  the 
same,  and  the  Sheriff  shall  execute  the  said  writ  and  return 
an  inquisition,  describing  the  land  and  stating  the  amount  of 
damages  to  be  paid  to  the  owner,  and  the  Judge  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  for  the  county,  may  at  any  time  after  the  return 
of  the  inquisition,  in  term  or  during  recess,  hear  a  motion  to 
confirm  such  inquisition,  on  such  notice  to  the  parties  as  he 
may  direct,  and  confirm  or  quash  the  same  ;  and  if  he 
quashes  the  inquisition,  he  shall  order  a  new  one  forthwith 
to  be  taken  ;  but  no  lot  so  taken  or  enlarged,  shall  exceed  in 
the  whole,  one  acre,  including  the  land  occupied  by  the 
school  buildings. 

•Sec.  4.  In  all  cases  when  school  house  sites  are  thus  pur- 
chased or  condemned,  the  cost  thereof  shall  be  paid  by  the 
district,  as  other  school  house  property  is  paid  for. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Scliools. 

Sec.  1.  In  every  school  house  district  in  each  county,  es- 
tablished as  hereinbefore  provided,  there  shall  be  kept  for  ten 
months  in  each  year,  one  or  more  schools  according  to  popu- 
lation, which  shall  be  free  to  all  white  youth  over  six  and 
under  eighteen  years  of  age. 

Sec.  2.  In  every  district  school  there  shall  be  taught  Or- 
thography, Eeading,  Writing,  English  Grammar,  Geogra- 
phy, Arithmetic,  History  of  the  United  States,  and  good 
behavior.  Algebra,  Book-keeping,  Natural  Philosophy, 
Vocal  Music,  Drawing,  Physiology,  the  laws  of  health  and 
af  domestic  economy  shall  also  be  taught  whenever  the  trus- 
tees shall  deem  it  expedient. 

Sec.  3.  Whenever  a  school  numbers  over  sixty  children,  an 
assistant  teacher  shall  be  employed  ;  and  then  for  every  ad- 
ditional forty  children  one  additional  teacher  shall  be  ap- 
pointed ;  and  the  County  Superintendent  shall  direct  the 
division  of  the  pupils  so  as  to  form  a  graded  school . 


21 

Sec.  4.  Public  examinations  shall  be  iiebl  in  each  school, 
once  in  each  term,  of  wjiich  due  notice  sluill  be  given,  that 
parents  and  others  interested  in  public  education  may  at- 
tend. And  in  counties  where  there  are  less  than  thirty-five 
schools,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Superintendent 
to  visit  each  school  at  least  three  times  in  each  school  year  ; 
where  there  are  more  than  thirty- five  schools  and  less  than 
sixty,  he  sliall  visit  the  schools  at  least  twice  a  year  ;  and 
where  there  are  more  than  sixty  schools,  he  shall  visit  thern 
at  least  once  a  year  ;  each  visit  shall  continue  at  least  two 
hours,  and  the  County  Superintendent  shall  observe  the 
method  of  the  teacher  and  give  him  such  practical  hints  as 
the  circumstances  may  elicit. 

Sec.  5.  Schools  shall  be  kept  open  each  week  day  ex- 
cept Saturday,  for  six  hours,  and  the  hours  for  teaching  shall 
be  regulated  by  the  several  Boards  of  Trustees. 

Sec.  G.  Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  disturb,  interrupt 
or  disquiet  any  district  school  in  session,  or  any  persons  as- 
sembled in  any  district  school  house,  with  the  permission  of 
the  trustees,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  or  receiving  instruc- 
tion in  any  branch  of  education  or  learning,  or  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever,  with  the  permission  of  the  trustees,  shall 
upon  conviction  thereof  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  forfeit 
and  pay  twenty  dollars,  to  be  collected  as  other  fines,  and  to 
be  paid  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  school 
house  district,  or  said  offender  shall  be  imprisoned  until  the 
penalty  and  costs  be  paid,  not  exceeding,  hovrever,  thirty 
days. 

Sec.  7.  The  school  year  shall  be  divided  into  four  terms, 
which  t-hall  be  designated  the  fall  term,  winter  term, 
spring  term  and  summer  term,  and  the  time  of  the  be- 
ginning and  closing  each  term  shall  be  regulated  by  tht3 
Board  of  County  School  Commissioners.  Provided  that  the 
financial  reports  of  the  schools  of  the  State  shall  be  made  up 
and  rendered  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  inclusive,  of 
each  and  every  year,  and  provided  further,  that  there  shall 
be  no  change  in,  or  encroachment  upon  the  holida,ys  and  va- 
cation set  forth  and  established  in    the  following  paragraph. 
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The    montli   of  July    sliall   be    vacation    tlirougliout     the 
^hole  State,  and  the  following  days  shall  be  holidays,  viz  : 
Thanksgiving  Day,  from  Christmas  Eve  to  the  first  day  oi 
January  inclusive,  Washington's  birthday,  from  the  Friday 
before  Easter  to  the  Monday  after  Easter  inclusive,  and  the 
Monday  of  Whitsuntide,  and  the  remaining  month  of   the 
vacation  shall  be  fixed  and  designated  by  the  Board  of  County 
School   Commissioners   to  subserve  the  convenience  and  ad- 
Yantage  of  their  respective  counties.      In  case  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  open  school  for  a  fraction  of  a  term   it  shall  c  ose 
at   the  end  of  the  term,   and  all  accounts  shall  be  settled 
at  the  meeting  of  the  County  Board  held  at   the  close  of  the 

term. 

CHAPTER  V. 

Sec  1  No  person  shall  be  employed  as  a  teacher  under 
this  law  unless  holding  a  certificate  of  qualification  issued  by 
an  authorized  examiner  or  a  diploma  as  graduate  of  the  btate 
Normal  School. 

Sec  2  Teachers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  trustees,  and 
may  be  removed  at  any  time  said  trustees  may  think  proper, 
after  thirty  days  notice. 

Sec  3.  Teachers  shall  keep,  prepare  and  enter  into  regis- 
ters prepared  for  that  purpose,  an  accurate  account  of  the  at- 
tendance of  pupils,  of  text  books  used,  and  branches  taught 
and  such  other  statistics  as  may  be  required  and  make  due 
return  thereof  to  the  County  Superintendent  at  the  end  ot 
•  each  term,  and  no  teacher  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  pay- 
ment for  services  until  the  register,  properly  filled  up  and 
completed,  be  so  returned. 

Sec  4  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  teachers,  in  schools  of 
every  grade,  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  youth  com- 
mitted to  their  instruction,  the  principles  of  virtue,  truth 
and  love  of  country. 

Sec  5  The  salaries  of  teachers  of  each  county  shall  be 
fixed  by  the  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners  ;  pro- 
^Ied,Lt  no  salary  shall  be  less  than  at  the  rate  o  four 
todred  dollars,  per  school  year  often  months,  exceptfor  as- 
sistants in    graded  school,   who  shall   not  receive  less  than 
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three  Imndrecl  unci  fifty  dollars  ;  but  nothing  herein  con- 
tained sliall  be  construed  to  preclude  any  school  house  dis- 
trict from  imposing  a  tax  upon  its  assessable  property,  lur 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  teacher  employed 
in  said  district,  beyond  the  amount  herein  stated. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

Pupils. 

Sec.  1.  All  white  youth  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
eighteen  years,  shall  be  admitted  into  any  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  State,  the  studies  of  which  they  maybe  able  to 
pursue  ;  provided,  that  whenever  there  are  graded  schools, 
the  teacher  in  the  school  of  the  higher  grade  shall  determine 
to  which  school  each  pupil  shall  be  admitted. 

Sec.  2.  A  pupil  guilty  of  disorderly  or  immoral  conduct, 
who,  after  admonition,  fails  to  reform,  shall  be  suspended 
from  the  school  by  the  teacher,  and  the  case  referred  to  the 
Trustees  for  expulsion  or  other  action. 

Sec.  3.  Children  living  remote  from  the  school  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  they  reside,  may  attend  school  in  an  adjoining 
district  with  the  consent  of  the  Trustees  of  the  respective 
school  districts. 

Sec.  4.  Every  child,  before  it  is  admitted  to  au)^  public 
school,  shall  produce  a  certificate  from  a  regular  physician 
that  it  has  been  properly  vaccinated. 

CHAPTEE  VII. 

Text  Books. 

Sec.  1.  To  secure  harmony  in  the  system  of  public  educa- 
tion, and  to  enable  children  changing  their  residence,  to 
pursue  their  studies  without  interruption,  and  also  to  prepare 
pupils  uniformly  for  the  higher  grades  of  schools,  there  shall 
be  a  uniform  series  of  text-books  used  in  all  the  schools  or- 
ganized under  this  law. 

Sec.  2.  A  uniform  series  of  text-books  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  State  Board  of  Education,  and  may  be  contracted  for 
by  them  as  hereinbefore  provided  for,  and  shall  be  furnished 
by  the  State  Superintendent  to  the  County  Superintendents, 
as  needed,  and  they  shall  distribute  them  among  the  several 
:Schools  of  each  county,  free  of  cost. 
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Sec.  3.  On  the  first  day  of  July,  in  eacli  year,  the  several 
Boards  of  County  School  Commissioners  shall  send  to  the 
ofifice  of  the  State  Superintendent,  a  schedule  of  books  and 
stationery  required  for  the  use  of  the  schools  in  their  coun- 
ties during  the  following  school  year,  stating  when  and  in 
what  quantities  they  shall  he  forwarded.  Bills  of  the  books 
and  stationery  forwarded  shall  be  made  out  and  sent  to  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners  of 
each  county,  who  shall  file  the  same,  and  the  amount  of  said 
bills  shall  be  deducted  from  the  respective  portion  of  the  State 
school  fund  of  such  county. 

Sec.  4.  The  accounts  for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of 
text-books  and  stationery,  shall  be  kept  separate  and  distinct 
from  all  other  accounts  connected  with  the  office  of  the  State 
Superintendent,  and  a  full  statement  of  contracts,  receipts  and 
disbursements  shall  be  made  annually  to  the  Governor,  and 
to  the  General  Assembly,  when  they  meet,  and  the  said  state- 
ment shall  be  appended  to  the  report  of  said  Superintendent. 

Sec.  5.  The  Boards  of  County  School  Commissioners  shall 
decide  how  the  test-books  and  stationery  shall  be  distrib- 
uted ;  and  books  shall  be  supplied  free,  by  the  Trustees,  to 
each  child,  in  accordance  with  its  progress  through  the  school ;. 
and  if  the  pupil  shall  have  completed  its  studies  in  any  book, 
then  such  book  shall  be  the  property  of  such  pupil,  but  if  the 
pupil  shall  leave  school,  without  having  completed  its  studies 
in  any  book,  then  such  book  shall  be  returned  by  such  pupiL 
Provided,  that  any  book  lost  or  destroyed  by  a  pupil  must  be 
replaced,  or  the  price  thereof  paid  to  the  Trustees. 

Sec.  6,  The  Secretary  appointed  by  the  State  Board  shall 
attend  to  the  receiving  and  distributing  text-books  and  sta- 
tionery, and  shall  keep  all  accounts  connected  therewith,  and 
perform  such  other  duties  as  the  State  Superintendent  and 
State  Board  may  direct. 

TITLE    III.— MODES    OF     SECURING    COMPETENT 
TEACHERS. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Examination  of  Teachers. 
Sec.  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Presidents  of  the  several 


Boards  ol"  County  School  CoinmiHsioners  to  examine  candi- 
dates for  the  profession  of  teachin<;,  in  the  presence  of  any 
member  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners,  should  they 
desire  to  be  present,  and  to  give  to  such  persons  as  are  found 
qualified  a  certificate  setting  forth  tlie  branches  they  are  com- 
petent to  teach.  But  no  certificate  shall  be  granted  without 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  moral  character  of  the  applicant. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  jiersons,  either  of  their  own  number  or 
otherwise,  to  be  a  Central  Board  of  Examination,  located  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  of  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the 
county  examiners  in  the  granting  of  certificates.  Provided, 
that  the  rejection  of  a  candidate  by  one  of  the  County  Exam- 
iners, shall  not  preclude  such  candidate  from  applying  to  the 
Central  Board  of  Examination  for  a  certificate,  and  vice  versa. 

■  Sec.  2.  The  certificates  issued  by  each  County  Superinten- 
dent shall  be  numbered  and  registered  in  a  book  kept  by  the 
said  County  Superintendent,  and  be  delivered  to  his  successor 
in  office,  and  shall  be  denominated  first  or  second  grade  as 
the  case  may  be,  and  the  Central  Board  of  Examination  shall 
keep  a  book  in  the  same  manner  as  the  County  Examiners  ; 
certificates  of  the  first  grade  shall  embrace  Orthography, 
Eeading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Geography,  History,  English 
Grammar,  Book-keeping,  Algebra  and  Natural  Philosophy  ; 
and  the  second  grade  shall  embrace  Orthography,  Eeading, 
Writing,  Arithmetic, Geography,  History  and  English  Gram- 
mar. Blank  Certificates  shall  be  obtained  from  the  office  of 
the  State  Superintendent  in  the  same  way  as  text-books  and 
stationery. 

Sec.  3.  No  certificate  of  qualification  as  a  teacher  shall  be 
issued  to  any  male  under  nineteen  years  of  age,  or  to  a  female 
under  seventeen  years  of  age. 

Sec.  4.  No  certificate  shall  continue  in  force  longer  than 
three  years. 

Sec.  5.  The  County  Superintendent  shall  hold  regular  ex- 
aminations of  teachers   at   each   quarterly  meeting  of  the 
Board  ;  and  at  other  times  v/hen  required  by  any  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Sec.  6.  Any  teacher  holding  a  certificate  issued  by  a  County 
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Superintendent,  may  be  examined  at  any  time  by  the  State 
Superintendent,  or  a  Professor  of  the  Normal  School,  deputed 
by  the  State  Superintendent,  and,  if  found  deficient,  the  cer- 
tificate shall  be  cancelled  ;  lorovided,  that  he  shall  not  be 
dismissed  without  thirty  days'  notice,  and  that  he  shall  not 
be  preclueled  from  submitting  at  any  time  to  another  exami- 
nation. 

CHAPTER  — 
State  Normal  School. 
Sec.  1.  There  shall  be  located  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  a 
State  Normal  School  for  the  instruction  and  practice  of  teach- 
ers in  the  science  of  education,  the  art  of  teaching,  and  the 
mode  of  governing  schools. 

Sec,  2.  The  sessions  of  the  State  Normal  School,  until 
otherwise  provided  for  by  the  State,  shall  be  held  in  such 
building  as  the  State  Board  may  select,  the  rent  to  be  charged 
among  the  incidental  expenses. 

Sec.  3.  The  Faculty  of  the  State  Normal  School,  shall  con- 
sist of  the  President,  and  of  two  male  and  two  female  Profes- 
sors, the  Professors  to  be  appointed  by  the  State  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation, and  to  have  such  salaries,  and  perform  such  duties  as 
said  Board  may  direct. 

Sec.  4.  There  shall  be  in  each  year  two  sessions  of  the 
school,  the  first  session  commencing  September  fifteenth  and 
ending  December  the  twentieth  in  every  year ;  the  second 
commencing  January  the  fifth,  and  ending  April  the  fifth  in 
every  year. 

Sec.  5.  Students  of  both  sexes  shall  be  admitted  to  the 
State  Normal  Schools  ;  females  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
and  males  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  The  students  shall 
be  apportioned  by  the  State  Board  among  the  several  coun- 
ties and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  proportion  to  their  respect- 
ive representation  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State. 
The  students  shall  be  selected  by  the  several  Boards  of 
County  School  Commissioners,  and  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
from  among  persons  having  the  scholastic  qualifications  here- 
inbefore required  for  teachers.  Before  any  appointment  shall 
be  made,  the  applicants  shall  procure  the  certificate  of  the 
County  Superintendent  in  testimony  of  their  scholastic  profi- 
ciency, and  shall  also  file  a  written  declaration  that  their 
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•object  in  obtaining  admission  is  to  qualify  tiiemselves  as  Pub- 
lic School  Teachers,  and  tliat  it  is  their  intention  to  engage 
in  the  profession  of  teaching  within  tlie  .State,  and  in  case 
any  students  shall  fail  to  fulfil  the  condition  upon  which  they 
were  admitted,  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  thirty  dollars  for 
each  session  they  have  attended  tlie  Normal  School,  to  be  col- 
lected as  other  debts  are  collected,  and  to  be  applied  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Normal  School.  If  there  be  not  applicants  suf- 
fi^cient  from  any  county,  or  the  city,  then  tlie  State  Superin- 
tendent may  fill  all  vacancies,  by  selecting  applicants  pos- 
sessing the  requisite  qualifications,  from  any  other  portion  of 
the  State,  in  the  proportion  aforesaid. 

Sec.  0.  In  addition  to  the  students  admitted  from  the 
■counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  who  shall  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  the  school,  and  be  furnished  with  the  use  of  the 
text-books,  free  of  charge,  there  may  be  admitted  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  to  two  of  tlie  scholars  selected  by  the  county 
and  city  Boards,  other  persons  having  the  requisite  qualifi- 
cations, who  shall  pay  the  sum  of  twenty-fiive  dollars  per 
session,  and  purchase  their  own  text-books,  and  be  subject, 
in  every  respect,  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
other  students  ;  jjrovided,  that  the  number  of  students  sent 
by  the  State,  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred,  and  as  long  as 
this  number  is  not  reached  by  the  State,  or  after  it  shall  have 
been  reached  by  the  State,  all  remaining  vacancies  may  be 
filled  by  pay  scholars  to  the  full  capacity  of  the  school. 

■Sec.  7.  The  State  Board  shall  prescribe  the  course  of  study, 
■and  supervise  the  school  in  every  particular  not  j)i'ovided  for 
in  this  law,  they  shall  make  provision  for  model  and  experi- 
mental primary  and  grammar  schools  under  qualified  teach- 
ers, in  which  the  student  of  the  Normal  School  shall  have 
opportunity  to  practice  the  modes  of  instruction  and  discipline 
inculcated  in  the  Normal  School.  The  salary  of  the  teachers 
of  the  model  and  experimental  schools  to  be  paid  in  j)art 
from  the  tuition  fees  derived  from  the  pupils  of  said  model 
schools. 

Sec.  8.  The  annual  sum  of  dollars  is  hereby 

appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  Normal  School,  to  be  paid 
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in  quarterly  instalments,  commencing  on  the 

5  by  the  Treasurer  on  the  warrant  of  the  Comp- 
troller, and  to  be  distributed  by  the  State  Superintendent,  as 
the  Board  of  Education  may  direct,  but  only  for  teachers  sal- 
aries and  the  purchase  of  educational  apparatus,  except  the 
salary  of  the  President  of  the  Normal  School,  which  shall  be 
jmid  by  the  State  Treasurer  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Comp- 
troller, in  quarterly  instalments.  The  cost  of  text-booksy 
stationery,  fuel,  light,  and  cleaning  the  rooms  shall  be  charged 
to  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  school,  and  paid  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  and  the  first  day  of  July  in  each  year,  by 
the  Treasurer,  upon  warrant  of  the  Comptroller,  and  certifi- 
cate of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  provided  such  sum  shall 
not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  9.  All  donations  or  bequests  of  money  or  personal 
property,  and  all  grants  or  devises  of  lands  for  the  benefit  of 
the  State  Normal  School,  shall  be  held  in  trust  by  the  State 
Board  of  Education. 

Sec.  10.  All  male  students  of  the  State  Normal  School  shall 
be  taught  military  tactics,  embracing  the  manual  for  infan- 
try, and  the  school  of  the  company  and  battalion,  to  qualify 
them  to  introduce  a  proper  system  of  military  instruction  in 
the  primary  schools  and  high  schools  of  the  State. 

Sec.  11.  The  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  shall  upon  re- 
quisition from  the  State  Board  of  Education,  furnish  to  the 
State  Normal  School,  such  arms  and  equipments  as  are  need- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  students. 

CHAPTER  I. 
AIDS  AND  ENCOURAGEMENT  TO  EDUCATION. 

Sec.  1.  Educational  information  and  instruction  shall  be 
issued  to  teachers  and  others,  by  the  State  Superintendentj 
through  the  school  journal  selected  by  the  State  Board  for 
the  school  house  library. 

Sec.  2.  The  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  annually,  is  here- 
by appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred  therefor. 

CHAPTER   II. 

Teachers'  Associations, 
Sec.  1.  District,  County  and  State  Teachers'  Associations,. 
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•are  recommended  as  an  important  means  of  elevating  the 
standard  ot'  public  education,  by  mutual  conference,  inter- 
change  of  views  and  suggestions  as  to  systems  of  teaching 
and  discipline. 

Sec.  2,  It  shall  be  the  care  of  the  County  Superintendent  to 
aid  in  the  organization  of  these  associations,  to  encourage 
attendance,  to  secure  competent  lecturers,  and  to  impart  such 
information  as  Avill  encourage  teachers  in  their  work  and  fit 
them  for  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

Sec.  3.  These  associations  may  occupy  any  of  the  school 
houses  ;  and  stationery  for  the  use  of  tlieir  meetings  shall  be 
furnished  gratuitously  by  the  Board  of  County  School  Com- 
missioners. 

Sec.  4.  For  the  purpose  of  organizing  Teacliers'  Associa- 
tions, the  President  of  the  Board  of  County  School  Commis- 
sioners shall  convene  the  teachers  of  the  county,  at  the  county 
town,  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter,  and  they  may  select  a 
President  and  Secretary,  and  adopt  such  by-laws  as  may  be 
deemed  expedient,  and  there  shall  be  at  least  two  such  meet- 
ings in  the  year. 

CHAPTER  III. 

Teachers'  Institutes. 

Sec.  1.  A  Teacher's  Institute,  to  continue  five  days,  shall 
be  held  in  each  county  once  a  year,  and  the  County  Superin- 
tendent shall  be  present  and  shall  give  normal  instruction  to 
the  teachers  each  day. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  teacher,  under  a  pen- 
alty of  not  less  than  five,  and  not  more  than  twenty-five 
dollars,  to  be  deducted  from  his  or  her  salary  by  the  County 
Superintendent,  to  attend  the  institute  and  remain  through- 
out the  entire  session,  unless  excused  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  County  School  Commissioners. 

Sec."  3.  The  State  Superintendent  sliall  fix  the  time  of  the 
meeting  of  the  institute,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  respective  County  School  Boards  to  notify  each 
teacher  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting. 

Sec.  4.  These  institutes  being  designed  as  temporary  nor- 
mal schools,  shall  be  presided  over  by  the  State  Superin- 
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dent,  assisted  by  tlie  County  Superiutendent  and  any  memlaer' 
of  the  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners  who  may  choose 
to  attend,  and  the  Principal  of  the  Normal  School  shall  par- 
ticipate in  the  normal  instruction. 

Sec.  5.  During  the  session  of  the  institute,  there  shall  be' 
a  vacation  of  the  schools.  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
County  School  Commissioners  shall  select  the  place  of  meet- 
ing. 

Sec.  6.  The  said  President  shall  report  to  the  Board  of 
County  School  Commissioners  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  per- 
sons who  shall  have  attended  such  institute,  and  the  list  of 
the  names  of  such  persons  who  should  have  attended  and 
were  absent  from  such  meeting,  and  the  cause  of  their  ab- 
sence, if  any  is  given,  together  with  such  other  information^ 
as  may  be  of  interest. 

CHAPTER  — . 

District  Libraries. 

Sec.  1.  For  the  further  encouragement  of  education,  district 
libraries  ought  to  be  established  in  each  school  house  district, 
under  the  care  of  the  teacher  as  Librarian.  For  this  purpose 
the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  per  annum  is  ordered  to  be  paid  by 
the  County  School  Board  out  of  the  State  School  Fund,  to- 
any  school  house  district,  as  library  money,  as  long  as  the 
people  of  the  district  raise  the  same  amount  annually.  The 
books  must  be  selected  by  the  Trustees  and  teacher  from  the 
library  list  authorized  by  the  State  Board  of  Education,  and 
the  Educational  Journal  designated  by  the  State  Board  of 
Education  shall  form  a  part  of  the  annual  additions  to  each 
School  House  District  Library. 

CHAPTER  III. 

Salaries. 

Sec.  1.  The  salaries  of  the  officers  created  under  and  by 
this  Act  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  State  Superin- 
tendent shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  three  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  President  of  the  Maryland  State  Normal  School 
shall  receive  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  per  year.  The 
County  Superintendents  shall  receive  each  as  follows  :  The 
County  Superintendent  in  any  county  having  not  more  than 
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forty  schools,  one  thouHancl  dollars  ;  in  any  county  having 
not  more  than  seventy  scliools,  twelve  hundred  dollars  ;  and 
in  any  csunty  having  over  seventy  schools,  fifteen  hundred 
dollars. 

CHAPTER  IV. 
Tlic  City  of  Baltimore. 

Sec.  1.  The  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more shall  have  lull  po\ver«and  authority  to  establish  in  said 
city  a  system  of  free  public  schools,  under  such  ordinances, 
rules  and  regulations  as  they  may  deem  fit  and  proper  to 
enact  and  prescribe.  They  may  delegate  supervisory  powers 
and  control  to  a  Board  of  School  Commissioners  ;  may  pre- 
scribe rules  for  building  school  houses,  and  for  locating, 
establishing  and  closing  schools,  and  may  in  general  do  every 
act  that  may  be  necessary  or  proper  in  the  premises  ;  2)''0vided, 
always,  that  the  pupils  be  educated  and  supplied  with  books 
and  stationery  free  of  charge,  except  Av^iere  books  or  station- 
ery are  loyt  or  wilfully  destroyed  by  the  pupil,  after  having 
been  once  supplied  therewith. 

Sec.  2,  The  Board  of  Commissioners  of  public  schools  of 
Baltimore  city,  or  by  whatsoever  name  the  body  may  be 
known  that  has  supervisory  powers  and  control  over  the 
public  schools  of  Baltimore  city,  shall  have  power  to  select 
text-books  for  the  schools  of  said  city,  and  to  examine  and 
select  teachers  therefor  ;  provided,  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  so  construed  as  to  exclude  the  public  schools 
of  Baltimore  city  from  receiving  a  supply  of  the  text  books 
provided  by  the  State,  to  the  full  extent  of  their  need  for  said 
books  ;  and  the  order  of  the  City  Superintendent,  signed  by 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Commisbioners  of  public  schools, 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  shall  be  a  sufficient  authority  for  the 
State  Superintendent  for  the  delivery  of  such  books. 

Sec.  3.  The  said  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
shall  have  power  and  authority  to  make  all  ordinances  for 
the  protection  of  the  school  houses  and  school  property,  and 
to  punish  any  person  who  may  disturb  the  sessions  of  the 
said  schools  ;  to  this  end  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners 
of  Baltimore,  are  hereby  directed  to  instruct  the  officers  un- 
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who  may  idle,  play  or  loiter  about,  or  on  the  streets  during 
school  hours,  and  take  him  to  the  school  to  which  he  belongs, 
and  if  he  does  not  belong  to  a  school,  then  to  take  him  home 
to  his  parents  ;  and  if  the  boy  refuses  to  discover  the  school 
to  which  he  belongs,  or  the  residence  of  his  parents,  then  said 
boy  shall  be  taken  to  the  station  house  and  detained  there 
until  six  o'clock  P.  M.  of  that  day,  but  no  longer,  and  with- 
out any  cost  to  his  parents.  • 

Sec.  4.  And  the  said  Mayor  and  City  Council  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  levy  and  collect  upon  the  assess- 
able property  in  said  city,  as  other  taxes  are  levied  and  col- 
lected, such  amount  of  tax  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  all 
the  expenses  incurred  for  educational  purposes,  by  said  Mayor 
and  City  Council. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

High  ScJiools. 

Sec.  1.  Every  school  house  district,  or  any  two  or  more 
school  house  districts,  or  any  county  shall,  jointly,  severally 
and  respectively,  have  the  power  to  levy  taxes  upon  their 
respective  assessable  property,  for  the  purchase  of  sites  and 
the  erection  of  school  houses  ;  for  the  improvement  of  the 
schools  within  their  boundaries  ;  for  the  increase  of  the 
teacher's  salary  beyond  the  amount  herein  prescribed,  for 
the  purchase  of  superior  school  apparatus  ;  for  the  establish- 
ment of  Grammar  and  High  Schools,  or  for  any  other  pur- 
pose that  may  tend  to  the  increase  of  educational  facilities. 
If  any  G-rammar  or  High  School  is  established  by  one  school 
house  district  alone,  then  the  trustees  of  such  district  shall 
exercise  the  same  control  over  such  Grammar  or  High  School 
as  hereinbefore  provided  for  '  jorimary  schools  ;  but  if  such 
advanced  school  is  established  and  maintained  by  more  than 
one  school  house  district,  then  the  several  Boards  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  respective  districts,  shall  jointly  constitute  the 
Board  of  Trustees  for  such  advanced  school,  and  shall  in 
their  joint  capacity,  exercise  a  like  control  over  such  ad- 
vanced school  as  in  their  several  capacities,  they  exercise  over 
their  respective  primary  schools  ;  and  if  the  advanced  school  is 
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Cfltahlishod  by  a  county,  then  the  Board  of  County  School 
Conitnissioners  shall  exercise  the  control  over  such  advanced 
school.  But  the  State  Board  sliall  prescribe  tlie  curriculum 
offitudicK,  tlie  text-books,  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers 
and  professors,  and  the  scholastic  ({ualifications  of  the  candi- 
dates for  admission. 

Sec.  2.  Whenever  the  Boards  of  School  Commissioners  of 
any  two  or  more  counties  shall  deem  it  expedient,  they  may 
unite  their  funds  and  establish  at  some  convenient  and  cen- 
tral location,  a  high  school  or  other  advanced  school  which 
shall  be  open  to  the  youth  of  both  counties. 

Sec.  3.  Such  high  school  shall  be  governed  by  a  Board 
composed  of  the  several  Boards  of  the  counties  establishing 
said  school,  and  shall  be  subject  to  their  visitation,  and  such 
Board  shall  be  styled  the  High  School  Board  of 
Counties. 

Sec.  4.  The  State  donations  now  made  to  academies  and 
schools,  consisting  of  annual  appropriations  to  each  county 
and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  now  divided  among  the  sev- 
eral academies,  or  paid  to  the  School  Commissioners  as  part 
of  the  General  School  Fund,  shall  constitute,  together  with 
such  other  donations  as  from  time  to  time  may  be  made,  a 
Iligh  School  Fund,  to  be  used  by  the  Board  of  County 
School  Commissioners  to  aid  in  paying  the  salaries  of  the 
Principal  and  other  teachers  of  the  High  School  of  said 
counties,  and  the  share  of  Baltimore  city  shall  be  applied  as 
the  school  authorities  of  said  city  shall  direct. 

Sec.  5.  The  funds  for  suitable  buildings  for  High  Schools 
shall  be  provided  by  the  Boards  of  County  School  Commis- 
sioners, to  be  paid  to  and  be  applied  by  the  said  High  School 
Board  ,  provided^  however,  that  before  proceeding  to  locate 
the  High  School,  the  High  School  Board  shall  advertise  and 
receive  offers  from  the  citizens  of  any  district  or  town  who 
may  be  inclined  to  provide  suitable  buildings,  apparatus, 
&c.,  in  order  to  secure  the  location  of  the  High  School  in 
their  neighborhood. 

Sec.  6.  These  buildings  shall  be  kept  in  repair  by,  and 
the  title  thereof  be  vested  in  the  High  School  Board  of 

counties.     In  all  particulars  concerning 
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text  books,  course  of  study,  and  mode  of  discipline,  the  High 
School  shall  he  under  the  control  of  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. 

Sec.  7.  Each  High  School  shall  he  visited  and  examined 
annually  by  the  State  Superintendent,  or  a  Professor  of  the 
State  Normal  School  appointed  by  him.  Such  High  School 
shall  also  be  visited,  at  least  once  each  school  term,  by  the 
President  of  the  High  School  Board  of 

counties,  who  shall  report  quarterly  to  the  Board  the  result 
of  his  observations,  making  such  suggestions  as  he  may 
think  will  improve  the  efficiency  of  the  instruction,  and  in- 
crease the  benefits  which  the  school  is  designed  to  confer,  all 
of  which  shall  be  included  in  an  annual  report  to  the  State 
Superintendent. 

Sec.  8.  The  Principal  of  each  High  School  shall  report 
annually  to  the  High  School  Board  of 
counties. 

Sec.  9.  If  practicable,  military  tactics  shall  form  a  depart- 
ment in  every  High  School  and  College  of  the  State. 

Sec.  10.  Whenever  the  joint  High  School  Board,  or  the 
joint  advanced  School  Board  of  any  two  or  more  counties  or 
school  house  districts,  is  composed  of  six,  eight,  ten,  or  any 
other  even  number  of  persons,  the  State  Board  of  Education 
shall  appoint  one  additional  member. 

Sec.  11.  The  said  High  School  Board,  or  other  advanced 
School  Board,  shall  have  power  to  elect  officers,  and  prescribe 
the  bond  of  any  officer,  and  do  all  other  acts  and  things  ne- 
cessary and  convenient  for  the  organization  and  successful 
working  of  such  Board. 

The  PuUic  University  of  Maryland. 

Sec  1.  The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  the  Chief  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  of  Maryland,  and  the  State  Superintendent 
of  Public  Education,  are  hereby  constituted  and  created  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  University  of  Maryland,  with 
full  power  and  authority  to  make  all  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  establishment  and  successful  continuance  of  said  Unj- 
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versity,  under  the  provisions  hereinafter  specified,  and  for  the 
government  of  their  own  body. 

Siic.  2,  Whenever  ton  Pnblic  High  .Schools  for  males  shall 
have  been  established  in  tliis  State,  and  kept  in  continuous 
and  successful  operation,  each  for  at  least  two  years,  and  the 
State  Superintendent  shall  so  state  in  his  annual  report,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public 
University  of  Maryland,  to  call  into  existence  the  Public  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland  by  procuring  a  building  located  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore  suitable  for  the  purpose,  employing  Profes- 
sors, Lecturers,  and  other  officers,  and  receiving  a  bond  from 
such  officers  for  the  faithful  performance  of  duty,  and  pro- 
viding suitable  books  and  other  apparatus. 

Sec.  3.  The  students  for  the  University  shall  be  supplied 
from  the  Public  High  Schools  established  in  any  part  of  the 
State  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  in  manner  following, 
to  wit :  The  State  Board  shall  introduce  into  the  diflferent 
Public  High  Schools  of  the  State  a  system  of  grading  for 
scholarship  and  conduct,  in  which  the  highest  excellence  of 
scholarship  shall  be  designated  by  one  hundred,  and  the 
highest  excellence  in  conduct  by  one  hundred.  The  scholas- 
tic course  in  each  High  School  shall  embrace  not  less  than 
tliree  years,  and  the  pupil  who^  upon  the  completion  of  his 
full  course  in  such  High  School,  shall  stand  at  the  head  of 
his  class  for  scholarship  and  conduct,  shall  be  entitled  to  ad- 
mission into  the  Public  University  of  Maryland,  If  he  de- 
clines, or  fails  to  request  admission  within  ten  days  from  the 
day  of  his  graduation  as  a  pupil  of  such  High  School,  then 
the  second  pupil  of  the  graduating  class  shall  be  entitled,  and 
if  the  second  declines  or  fails  as  aforesaid,  then  the  third  and 
so  on  ;  provided,  that  any  pupil  whose  average  of  scholarship 
and  conduct  is  below  eighty-five,  shall  not  be  admitted  as  a, 
student  in  the  University  without  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  University  of  Maryland. 

Sec.  4.  Each  student  of  the  Public  University  of  Maryland 
shall  receive  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  a  year, 
payable  quarterly,  as  the  Board  may  direct,  and  shall  be 
provided,  free  of  all  cost  to  himself,  with  all  necessary  books, 
with  all  stationery  that  he  may  need,  and  ail  instruction  iu 
the  course  he  may  select. 
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Sec.  5.  No  person  imder  seventeen  years  of  age  stall  be 
received  as  a  student  in  said  University,  without  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  said  University  ; 
and  the  curriculum  of  the  University  shall  embrace  at  least 
a  course  of  three  years. 

Sec.  6.  There  shall  be  at  least  two  written  examinations  a 
year,  in  which  all  students  shall  participate ;  and  any  stu- 
dent whose  examination  average,  on  a  scale  of  one  hundred, 
shall  fall  below  sixty-five  in  any  year,  or  who  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  submit  to  an  examination ,  shall  forfeit  his  place 
in  said  University,  and  be  dismissed  therefrom.  Provided, 
nevertheless,  that  the  said  student  shall  be  entitled  to  a  cor- 
rect copy  of  his  examination  paper,  and  shall  have  the  right 
to  file  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  State  Superintendent,  and 
thereupon  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  said  University. 
The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  submit  said  examination  paper 
either  to  the  test  of  experts,  or  may  pass  on  it  in  any  other 
manner,  or  may  order  a  re-examination,  or  may  have  the 
student  examined  under  their  own  direction .  And  said  Board 
may  decide  the  case  as  to  them  shall  seem  just  and  fair, 
under  the  circumstances.  The  said  Board  shall  also  have 
power  to  expel  any  student  for  improper  conduct,  and  re- 
move or  dismiss  any  Professor,  Lecturer,  or  other  officer  of 
the  University  for  cause. 

Sec.  7.  The  student  who  graduates  at  said  University  shall 
receive  a  diploma  in  such  words,  with  such  devices,  and 
signed  by  such  persons  as  the  said  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Public  University  of  Maryland  may  direct. 

Sec.  8.  To  establish  the  said  University  at  the  time  here- 
inbefore specified,  and  to  continue  the  same  afterwards,  during 
the  first  year  of  its  existence,  a  tax  of  one-quarter  of  a  cent 
for  every  hundred  dollars  of  assessable  property  in  the  State, 
shall  be  levied  and  collected  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the 
same  agents  as  the  general  State  levy,  and  shall  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  State  ;  and  upon  the  same  days  as  are 
hereinafter  designated  for  the  payment  of  the  State  School 
Tax,  to  the  several  counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  the 
State  Treasurer  shall,  upon  the  draft  of  the  President   and 
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Secretary  of  said  Board  of  Trustees,  pay  to  the  Cliaiicellor  of 
said  University,  or  to  whomsoever  said  Board  may  appoint, 
such  amount  of  said  Public  University  Tax  as  may  be  set 
forth  in  said  draft ;  and  for  the  second  and  every  subsequent 
year,  until  otherwise  provided,  a  tax  of  one-half  of  one  cent 
for  every  one  hundred  dollars  of  assessable  property,  sliall  be 
levied,  collected  and  paid  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  to  the  same  ])erson  as  above  stated. 

CHAPTER  IX. 
Colleges. 

Sec.  1.  The  annual  donations  to  St.  John's  College,  An- 
napolis ;  Washington  College,  Chestertown ;  the  Agricul- 
tural College,  in  Prince  George's  county,  and  the  Baltimore 
Female  College,  are  continued  until  otherwise  ordered  by 
the  General  Assembly,  subject  to  the  condition  that  they 
shall  afford  tuition  in  all  the  branches  taught,  and  use  of 
books,  free  of  charge,  to  one  student  for  every  hundred  dol- 
lars that  such  college  receives  from  the  State  ;  in  accordance 
with  which  requirements,  the  furtlier  sum  of  tliree  hundred 
dollars,  in  addition  to  the  present  donation,  shall,  on  war- 
rant of  the  Comptroller  of  the  State,  be  annually  paid,  on 
the  first  day  of  April  of  each  year,  to  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Baltimore  Female  College,  for  the 
snj)port  of  said  institution.  The  above  colleges  shall  report 
annually  to  the  State  Superintendent,  in  such  form  as  may 
be  ordered  by  the  Stati^^  Board  of  Education,  and  comply 
with  all  the  other  requirements  of  Article  eighty-four,  of 
the  Code,  entitled  '-'Schools  and  of  their  respective  Char- 
ters." 

Colored  Fopulation. 

Sec.  1.  The  total  amount  of  taxes  paid  for  school  purposes 
by  the  colored  people  of  any  county  and  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, together  with  any  donation  that  may  be  made  for  the 
purpose,  shall  be  set  aside  for  maintaining  schools  for  colored 
children,  which  schools  shall  be  conducted  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners,  or  the 
School  Commissioners  of  the  city  of  Baltimore^,  and  shall  be 
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subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  said  Board  shall 
prescribe. 

Sec.  2.  The  Board  of  County  School  Commissioners  are 
hereby  authorized  to  extend  sucli  encouragement  to  said 
schools  for  colored  children  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient. 

CHAPTEE  I. 

Sources  of  Income. 

Sec.  1.  A  State  tax  of  cents  on  each  one  hun- 

dred dollars  of  taxable  property  throughout  the  State,  shall 
be  levied  annually  for  the  support  of  the  free  public  schools, 
and  the  Maryland  State  Normal  School,  which  tax  shall  be 
collected  at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same  agents  as  the 
general  State  levy,  and  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  State,  to  be  distributed  by  the  Treasurer  to  the  Boards 
of  School  Commissioners  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  the 
several  counties,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  white  pop- 
ulation between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty  years. 

Sec.  2.  The  Treasurer  shall  pay  as  heretofore  to  each  of 
the  counties,  and  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  the  proportion  of 
the  free  school  fund  to  vdiich  such  city  or  county  is  entitled 
under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  and  resolutions  existing  at 
the  time  this  Act  is  adopted,  after  deducting  the  several 
amounts  specially  appropriated  from  the  surplus  revenue 
fund  ;  and  he  shall  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  School  Commissioners  of  Baltimore  city,  and  of  the 
several  counties. 

Sec  3.  The  several  academies  shall  respectively  receive 
the  donations  granted  to  them  by  laws  or  resolutions  exist- 
in*^  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  Act,  subject  to  the 
conditions  annexed  thereto,  or  until  a  high  school  shall  be 
established  in  the  county  or  city  in  which  said  academies  a;-e 
located. 

Sec.  4.  Eeal  and  personal  estate,  granted,  conveyed,  de- 
vised or  bequeathed  for  use  of  any  particular  county  or  any 
gchool  district,  shall  be  held  in  trust  \j  the  S|;ate  Boa-rd  of 
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Education  for  the  benefit  of  such  county  or  school  district  ; 
and  such  grants  and  bequests  sliall  be  exemi)t  from  all  State 
and  county  taxes. 

Sec.  5.  Moneys  invested  prior  to  tlie  passage  of  this  Act 
in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  schools  of  any  county  or 
city,  shall  be  exempt  from  State,  county,  and  local  taxation. 

Sec.  G.  As  soon  as  the  Comptroller  shall  have  received 
from  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  the  several  counties  a  return 
of  the  amount  of  State  school  tax  levied  in  each,  he  shall 
certify  the  same  and  the  sum  thereof  to  the  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Education,  who  shall  immediately  there- 
after apportion  the  amount  of  the  whole  levy  among  the 
sev^eral  counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  white  population  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty  years,  and  shall  transmit  the  whole  apportionment  to 
the  Comptroller,  and  the  amount  apportioned  to  each  county 
and  the  city  of  Baltimore  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  several 
Boards  of  School  Commissioners  of  the  counties  and  the  city 
of  Baltimore. 

Sec.  7.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tober, the  first  day  of  January,  and  the  fifteenth  day  of 
March,  in  each  year,  the  Comptroller  shall  apportion  the 
amount  of  school  tax  received  by  the  Treasurer  among  the 
several  counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  proportion  to 
the  whole  amount  apportioned  to  each  by  the  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Education  ;  and  he  shall  notify  said  State 
Superintendent,  and  the  Treasurer  of  each  of  the  several 
Boards  of  School  Commissioners  of  the  counties  and  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  of  the  amount  of  tax  due  to  each  county  and 
the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the  several  days  aforesaid,  and  the 
Treasurer  shall  pay  the  several  amounts  within  ten  days 
after  said  notification,  upon  the  draft  of  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  the  several  Boards  of  School  Commissioners 
aforesaid  ;  provided,  that  no  payment  of  said  tax  shall  be 
made  to  any  county  or  the  city  of  Baltimore  until  after  the 
organization  of  the  several  Boards  of  County  School  Com- 
missioners, on  the  day  of 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight. 
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Sec.  8.  When  tlie  levy  of  an}^  year  sliall  have  been  col- 
lected, the  Comptroller  shall  apportion  among  the  several 
counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore  the  amount  allowed  on 
the  levy  for  insolvencies  and  abatements,  and  shall  transmit 
a  statement  of  the  same  to  the  State  Superintendent,  and  to 
each  county  and  the  city  of  Baltimore  a  statement  of  the 
amount  apportioned  to  it. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  the  sections  of  the 
several  Articles  of  the  Code  of  Public  General  and  Local 
Laws  relating  to  schools,  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  and  all  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  since  the  adoption 
of  said  volumes  of  the  Code,  relating  to  schools,  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  enacted,  That  this  law  shall  take  effect 
on  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-eight ;  provided,  neverthelesSj  that  the  schools  now  in 
operation  may  be  continued,  under  existing  laws,  until  the 
thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  and 
the  present  school  authorities  shall  exercise  all  the  powers 
vested  in  them,  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
aforesaid. 


